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The Foundling Hospital now known as Coram was
established in 1739 to support babies whose mother’s
circumstances left them unable to care for them.

The modern care system started in this place as
a result of the pioneering vision of Thomas Coram.

The lives of generations of children are recorded
in Coram’s Foundling Hospital Archive.

Meticulous records ensured that the journey

of every child was captured - their care, their education,

their apprenticeships. New names were given
to those who needed a new beginning.

The shelves of these records are longer than two

football pitches and contain thousands of petitions left

by desperate mothers seeking a place for their child.

Fabric tokens of cloth and ribbon- one half left at the
Hospital, one half taken away by mothers,

in case they were able to return to reclaim their child —
form one of the largest collections of textiles from

this era in the world.

And now 100,000 records - 23% of the archive

- have been digitised for others to discover.
Care-experienced young people today have explored
this history, and created their own echoes through
time to help drive positive change for the future.

Whose stories emerge when we take

a closer look at this?

And what might encountering this history
mean for your connection to care today?
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This experience brings together
voices and words from across time.

From the records within Coram’s Foundling Hospital
Archive, we encounter the voices of mothers who
sought admission for their children to give them

a better chance in life.

We learn of the details of the care of the children,
their experiences in the care of the Hospital
and later, when they were apprentices.

This installation is the culmination of the Voices
Through Time: The Story of Care programme which
celebrates the launch of Coram’s digital Foundling
Hospital Archive. You are invited to see the potential
of these records and what they can tell us about care
in the past and in the future.

A group of care-experienced young people
joined The Liminal Space to use art and design
to explore the archive and reflect on what care
feels like and means today.

Here, their voices, imagery and ideas are woven
with archival materials that express the lives

of the tens of thousands of Foundling children,
their carers and their mothers.

Visit coramstory.org.uk to explore further
and to access the digital archive.
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